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	Candidate/Intern: Blake Clark
	Lesson date: TBD
	Grade Level/Subject(s): 5/6 / Arts Education

	Lesson Title/Task Summary:

Lesson 1: Reading the Land - How Syilx Art Tells a Story of Place
Unit launch: how Syilx artists use symbols and story to show connection to the land, and how we respectfully create our own story of place.

	Core (Sub) Competency: 
Creative Thinking
Positive Personal & Cultural Identity
	Unit Focus: Grade 5/6 Arts Education - Story of Place

	Big Idea(s):
What will the students UNDERSTAND? What are the key question(s) to be addressed?
(Gr 6) Artistic expressions differ across time and place.
How can art carry a story about a place and the people who belong to it?

	Curricular Competencies:
What will the students be able to DO?  What skills are being taught? Are learning targets or "I can…" statements written in student-friendly language?
1. I can describe how Syilx artists use symbols and story to show connection to the land.
2. I can explain why we create our own symbols instead of copying sacred or specific designs.
3. I can name a place that matters to me and begin a story about it.

	Content: 
What will the students KNOW? What content/concepts/key vocabulary will be the focus of this lesson?
1. Traditional and contemporary Aboriginal arts and arts-making processes
2. Symbolism and metaphor; an image as a story of place
3. Key vocabulary: symbol, story of place, connection to land

	Indigenous Perspectives:
How might "Indigenous knowledges and ways of knowing and being" be honoured and embedded authentically into the lesson? 
1. Learning is embedded in memory, history, and story.
2. Learning involves recognizing that some knowledge is sacred and only shared with permission.
Grounded in local Syilx / Okanagan story and land; students honour Syilx art and then design their own symbols, never copying sacred or specific designs.

	Inclusive and Equitable Practice:
How is a safe and caring environment provided (emotional/physical)? Are there considerations for diverse interests/abilities? Are there access points for all learners and alternative ways to demonstrate what they know/can do? What grouping strategies are incorporated? Do students see themselves reflected in the learning? 
1. Maps, images, video, and discussion give visual and narrative entry points; Gr 5 and Gr 6 supported at their level.
2. Students may draw on their own heritage and places if they choose; sharing is invited, never required.

	Collaborative Practice: 
How might collaboration/co-planning/co-teaching be incorporated?
Shared with grade 5/6 partner classes.

	Safety Considerations:
Are there any lesson and/or venue specific safety issues to be noted?
No physical safety concerns. Handle Syilx knowledge and land history with respect and age-appropriate framing.

	Assessment Design 

	What type of assessment might be embedded in this lesson?
Formative Assessment: Assessment for Learning / Summative Assessment: Assessment of Learning. 
Formative: printable exit ticket (territory; one way Syilx art connects to land; my place).
Metacognition: How are students reflecting on and monitoring their own learning? 
What place matters to you, and why?
Documentation/Evidence of Learning: How will student learning be documented and shared (learning maps, rubrics, math journals, online documentation, etc.)
Exit tickets reviewed for understanding and respectful framing.
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Considerations for lesson planning:
	
Estimated
time
	Teaching and Learning Activities
What is the role of the teacher? What is the role of the students?
	
Teacher Preparation
(Materials/resources or
supplies needed)

	 CONNECT
	PART ONE

INTRODUCTION TO LESSON

Activate Prior Knowledge, Engage, Predict, 
Focus

How can I tap into students' interest, offer appropriate challenge, increase motivation?

	
5/10
Minutes
	•  Territory acknowledgement together; find our school on the Native Land map.
•  Look at contemporary Syilx art that turns a story of place into art.
•  Ask: how can a picture carry a story about a place?
	Native Land interactive map: https://native-land.ca/

Syilx artist Taylor Baptiste, story-of-place installations (UBCO News): https://news.ok.ubc.ca/2025/01/07/larger-than-life-art-installations-honour-elements-of-syilx-storytelling/

	PROCESS
	PART TWO

BODY OF LESSON

Construct meaning, monitor understanding, process ideas 

How will I help students interact with ideas they encounter?

	
25/30
Minutes
	•  Explore Syilx connection to land and story on Syilx 101 (Territory; How Food Was Given).
•  Discuss First Peoples Principles: some knowledge is shared with permission, so we design our own symbols.
•  Brainstorm: list places that matter to me and what happens or how I feel there.
	Syilx 101, Okanagan Nation Alliance (Territory, captikwl): https://learn.syilx.org/

FNESC First Peoples Principles of Learning (poster PDF): https://www.fnesc.ca/first-peoples-principles-of-learning/

Teacher background, Jeannette Armstrong on oral Syilx stories: https://news.ok.ubc.ca/2021/10/06/jeannette-armstrong-works-to-protect-indigenous-philosophies-and-oral-syilx-stories/

	TRANSFORM
	PART THREE

CLOSURE OF LESSON

Apply knowledge; reflect on thinking and learning 

How can I provide learners with alternative ways to demonstrate what they know?
	
5/10
Minutes
	•  Exit ticket (printable): territory; one way Syilx art connects to land; my place that matters.
•  Fill a story-of-place word web: what I see, hear, do, and feel there.
	Exit ticket handout (printable)

Story-of-place word-web handout (Practice Activity 1)







